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A very warm welcome to our readers. Upon request, our office will be glad to assist any Brussels or
Walloon company interested to receive more detailed information on a topic mentioned
hereunder. Information is presented in a summarized form and such newsletter will be distributed every
month for the edition of the previous month (e.g. January edition will be distributed in February). Anyone
who wants to have the full article on any of these topics should send an email to info@bruwex.sg with the
date and heading of the article.

In this March 2017 edition:

GENERAL

th

08/03/2017 – Singapore ranked 5 best place for women entrepreneurs - In Mastercard’s inaugural
th

Index of Women Entrepreneurs 2017, Singapore emerged 5 among markets with the strongest
supporting conditions and opportunities for women to thrive as entrepreneurs. These conditions include
strong support for small and medium enterprises (SMEs), a high quality of governance, ease of doing
business and access to financial services and products. The index surveyed 54 economies across the
world, representing 78.6% of the world’s female population.
15/03/2017 – Singapore city infrastructure No. 1: Survey – Singapore has topped a ranking of more
than 200 cities around the world in terms of offering the best infrastructure. This was the first time that city
infrastructure has been rated separately in consulting firm Mercer’s annual ranking. City infrastructure is

an important factor when multinational corporations decide where to establish operations abroad and
where to send expatriate workers. Easy access to transportation, reliable electricity, and drinkable water
are all key considerations when determining hardship allowances based on difference between a give
worker’s home and host locations.

22/03/2017 – Singapore No. 1 in world for
start-up talent
A US-based organisation, Startup Genome,
credits Singapore’s innovative policies for its
great start-up ecosystem and put it as the world’s
No. 1 for start-up talent, overthrown tech centre
Silicon Valley. The average software engineer
salary here of US$35,000 (S$49,000) per year,
for example, is below the US$49,000 global
average. High pay is one reason Sillicon Valley
lost its top talent ranking.

CURRENT & UPCOMING PROJECT

06/03/2017 – Changi’s T5 likely to be served by 2 MRT lines – Changi Airport’s future Terminal 5 (T5)
will very likely be served by two new MRT lines; Thomson-East Coast Line and Cross Island Line. When
this happens, it is likely that the existing MRT link between Singapore Expo and Changi Airport will cease
to operate. The Thomson-East Coast Line, scheduled to open in stages from 2019 to 2024, is likely to
stop at the future T5 before terminating at the existing Changi Airport MRT station. As for the Cross Island
Line, targeted to be completed by 2030, the plan is to link the line to Changi East’s new industrial zone
before it heads to T5.
12/03/2017 – Multiple biometric checks at Changi Airport Terminal 4 – Travellers at Changi Airport
Terminal 4 (T4) will experience a full suite of biometric technology for fingerprint, iris and facial scanning –
as part of plans to beef up border security at checkpoints across the island. T4, which will open towards
end of the year, will be Singapore’s first checkpoint with multiple biometric capabilities, though they will not
all be immediately activated. Currently, such checks at immigration counters islandwide are focused on
fingerprint verification.
21/03/2017 – Changi’s Jewel shaping up well for sparkling start in 2019 – The constructions of a
future Jewel at Changi has reached the halfway mark, putting the airport on track to build an icon that
aims to make Singapore a more attractive air hub and destination. The façade and works inside will be
th

completed by the 4 quarter of next year, in time for an early 2019 opening. The five-storey, mainly
commercial developments with 5 basement floors will house about 300 shops and F&B outlets.

22/03/2017 – 500-bed rehab hub next to TTSH to open in five years – Tan Tock Seng Hospital’s
(TTSH) new 500-bed rehabilitation complex, right next to the main hospital in Novena, opens in 5 years
and will add to the growing number of healthcare facilities that cater to the needs of an ageing population.
The new Integrated Care Hub will be part of HealthCity Novena – a mega health complex scheduled for
completion by 2030 that will include a hospital, medical school and step-down facilities, as well as the
National Centre for Infectious Diseases.

TECHNOLOGY

13/03/2017 – Singapore not an ideal test-bed for global innovation – Despite a commonly held view
that Singapore could aspire to be a test-bed for global innovation, some veteran entrepreneurs say local
companies would do better to focus instead on global markets, or internationalization, from the get-go.

Tan Ming-Liang, CEO of Razer, a San Francisco-based gaming hardware company said the domestic
market is fundamentally too small and the rewards from test-bedding here are rarely worth the same effort
spent to test-bed outside of Singapore.
Isaac Ho, CEO of venture capital firm Venturecraft, which operates an incubator in Hangzhou, shares the
same sentiment. “Even if you successfully test-bed a product here, the small population means you will
not be prepared for large volume transactions. This could result in under-building a product”

International Enterprises Singapore (IES) is helping enterprises by looking for tech co-creation
opportunities and business ideas from key markets susch as the US. Nathalie Choo, group director for
North America and Europe at IES said: “The goal is to help them identify innovations, businesses or
solutions that can be deployed and scaled up overseas.”

Thank you for visiting us at the Belgian Pavilion in MedLab Asia 2017
Look forward to see you again in our future events!

“MADE IN BELGIUM” IN SINGAPORE
The website of the Belgian Embassy features a list of Belgian products and services in Singapore. With
your help we would like to keep this list updated. If you want your product or service included, please send
an email to singapore@diplobel.fed.be with the following details:
- Company name (including the product/service offered)
- Address
- Website / Facebook-page
Please make sure to include “BE-list” in the subject header and your product will be included soon!

We are now on social media! Check us out on:

Disclaimer of liability:
The purpose of this newsletter is to provide information our office collects from various sources. Neither
the Brussels Invest & Export or AWEX, nor the representative office based in Singapore, nor any of the
staff, nor any company or person mentioned in the following pages makes any warranty, express or
implied, including the warranties of merchantability and fitness for particular purpose, or assumes any
legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness or usefulness of any information, apparatus,
product, or process disclosed or represents that its use would not infringe privately owned rights.

